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BONFIRE OF THEVANITIES

Unvarnished celebrity, by Jonathan Becker
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CELEBRITY EXPOSURE 2\ AT ey

For more than 30 years, Janathan hot couple. At that mament <he was al  show, Pariz, 1998, 'The models are pase mysell, The choreographes s e a4

Becker photographed the biggest her most narcissistic, and even Tomis  godng onto the rumway, So it the last  Martha Braham with Madonnms amd L (}
names of society, politics and the arts  in the shadows,” These pages, teft: rstiers Al ko put a finnl touch onthem'  Calvin Kleln, backetage, Mew York, \ | {
for Vanity Fair, His candid images are  Hitary Swenk and Sean Penn, Vanity Bottom centre: Elizabeth Hurey and 19490, 'Martha was my godmaothes, | g

part af a new book. and here, Becker Falr Oscar party, 2000, 'She is doing Elle Macpherson, Vanity Fair Oscar and this would be her Last preduition

talks us through each picture. Cover;  everything to draw attentian to her party, J0040. "At these svents, people There were a gazilion photographenly &

Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman, Vanity  chest and Penn hasn't noticed. Tap are drinking and tend to lose thes ik, Por L whioli tirme, she dide't

Fair Dscor party, 2000, They were the  rghi: Cheistian Lacroix, houte-couture  Inhibitions. | was surprised about this  take her é:.rj_q]imy’:mngm' &
‘1




DOGGED SURVIVORS

Jocaiyn Wildenstain at home in Nesw Foes
iiFIii She hos a sorl of charming matdness about
her, There's a serse of high drama and Fighn mumour,
WHICH 15 50 Bppealing.” Ahove: Mancy Bengan al
B iry el B, Califorrea, 2008: "Tharls oufside
ke biouse put the cheir trene on the |=am
She's looking back, which Bwhat she kas to do
st Thesedays, ani thesnds a Lot 1o fook bsck on
| was really touched by her because she's alone, The
wihale winrld knnws wha she 65, and she's vulneral
beschuse of iL” Right: Ryan O'Heal at Facrah
Faweett's apartment. Los Angeles, 2004, *This
all aboul the details. It was 3 very sad mament
Fierraty was in thae bospital, eveminally 1L She penver
ceme out. He was morpse. Tome s also s poertralt
ot decadence thess are D Andy Warkals an the
will, ane of Farral's eve and one of Bvan's lips”




THE WAY THEY WERE

Lttt Artfr Miller and his photograghes wite, Inge thiey all wanted to be in this picture.” Below L=t
Moeath, at home. Connectiout, 1991, ° always think Christopher Hitchens, Vardly Fale parly, Washingion,
that writers' lives are Like scenes in their owntheatre. 1988 %] liked him very much, | think tharl moment iy
Arg 1 see Ehal i this erage” lop night Dennes Hopper  rd mare than my' |de nfifving with bim < @n ohservar
with family at home i California, D00, “That was frdl also ag A srnoken” Bedow righve: writer Mang

vary maoving afternoon, bacause be was dying, All tha Wargas Liosa, Perud, 1963, “A% thie tirme B wis funning
r.II'III|'| was there. | ey had buried the hatehet and for presigent — he had strang convictions”
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SUPER GROUP

Ahgwe, Tranm bell: Audra MeDanald,
Launence Fishburne, Carrie Smith,
‘Wyntan Marsalis, Erss Liapton, B King
and Willie Melsom, belind the Agolio

Theater, ey Yark, 2003, “The picture
was my |dea, fo put muslc legends in
thee Biack albey af the Apollo Theater
Origanally, Ray Charfes was going o b

in it, but all these other guys were late
Ray loft, o Larmy Flshbume got the
vt Top right: Cowrtney Love, Yanily
Fair Oszar party, 2001, “This Is at the

antrance to tha part y. IL 5 B preat
moment Tor asmyane wehin likes éxtra
attention ke Courtney. | have rarely
SEEl ANTnE |||'||'|:E:I|!!|' at that event”




SPECTRUM

PLAY TIME

Abowe: Dustin Hoffman at the Beserly Hils the whaole thing,” Hight: Venity Falr editoe
Homel, 200k, "1t was very hard for me to get Graydon Carter at horme, Lake Wiramaug
permissian o clase he hotel podl and Cannecticut. 1938 "That was on a weekend at

photograph there, And then Dustin's dog did fnis RowEe. I B way, Urayion s the stoey, He's
sometheng in the pool and Ehey R o drein Larper than Hle and Fas 5o much going an”



SPECTRUM

achievement. 2008
All photogeaphs by
Jonathan Becher
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